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Orwoll and Permutter, 1990

“Is wisdom related to ………?”

YES

Age 78%

Gender 16%

Education 68%



• 1980 Office of Extra – Mural Studies

• 1989 Office of Adult Continuing Education

• 1994 Department of Continuing Education

• 2005 School of Lifelong Learning and      
Widening Participation



Education and Elderly Study 1977

Three hypotheses

(i) That the elderly (or many of them) have, in their 
lives, come across ideas, subjects, skills which they 
would liked to study, experience or acquire.

(ii) That the elderly (or many of them) still would 
like to learn – if one retains a flexible concept of 
“learning” and of the conditions in which learning 
can take place (i.e. in their own homes, perhaps)

(iii) That there may be in a neighbourhood a store of 
“learning resource” – i.e. of people who could help 
older people learn. Indeed, one vital way in which 
older people remain mentally alert is by teaching 
others themselves.









Anglo - Hungarian Experiential Learning 

Project Interview questions

 What sort of person are you?

 What have been the two or three key public and 

personal events in your life and how do they 

affect you now?

 What, if anything, would you say that you 

learned from life?

 What things would you say that you know about 

and what skills do you have? How did you learn 

them?

 If you could live your life again how would you 

want it to be different?



1996 Interviews - Outcomes

 The life experience of the English had been quite 
different from that of the Hungarians

 Key turning points in the lives of the English tended to 
be personal; of the Hungarians personal and public

 The English and Hungarians similarly accepted that 
they had acquired skills and knowledge informally 
throughout life

 The English and Hungarians differed in responses  on 
what they had learned from life 

 In terms of summative life review English talked of 
“well, I could have done a bit better”; Hungarians 
“success, I’ve survived”



2007 Interviews - Outcomes

 The life experience of both English and Hungarians was 

largely untouched by political and public events

 English appeared to have enjoyed more material prosperity 

than Hungarians in their lives

 Hungarians spoke of life having been dominated by work 

whether paid or unpaid; the English less so

 Both  English and Hungarians similarly accepted that they 

have acquired skills and knowledge informally throughout 

life 

 English were much more likely than Hungarians to say that 

they “looked forward” to something

 English had more positive view of opportunities in later life 

than Hungarians



2001 Certificate in Research Methods

2002 University of Later Life

2006 Senior Learners’ Programme

DCE Programmes designed for 

older adults







Senior Learners’ Programme

based on the premises that

1. An university is a rich repository of 
expertise, knowledge and opportunities for 
learning

2. This expertise etc. should be made 
available in different ways to different age-
groups

3. “Provision” for senior learners should be 
based on the model of an independent 
learner – a learner with maturity and life 
experience









A National Curriculum for Later Life 

Learning?

• Self actualisation / Wisdom / Reflection

• Employment

• Civic engagement

• Self-directed learning / Research skills

• Volunteering / Caring

• Decision-making in later life

• Health


